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Sky Harbor buys into 'people mover'
Kerry Fehr-Snyder
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Jun. 17, 2007 10:44 PM

Phoenix is picking up on the popular "people mover" idea and will build an automated train to shuttle passengers from
the eastern edge of Sky Harbor International Airport to its three terminals and its western end.

The move could be a boon for motorists who must dart from the west side of Intertate 10 to the east side at the
Broadway Curve to get to the airport. Phoenix wants to make the last leg of that trip to the terminals easier.

The train is expected to start operating in 2013 to Terminal 4. The train's lines will expand through Terminal 2 to the car
rental center on the airport's west side by 2020. 

The project is expected to help alleviate curbside congestion created by motorists who drop off and pick up passengers
at the terminals along the 5-mile east-west span of the airport.

"What we're kind of envisioning is 44th Street, where the train will start, will be an ideal place for people to drop off and
pick up passengers," said Claire Simeone, spokeswoman for Sky Harbor International Airport. 

"Obviously the goal is to make Sky Harbor as user friendly as possible. People are hit with a lot of traffic and curbside
congestion," she said. "We're looking to alleviate that as much as possible."

Simeone declined to compare the train, which will be elevated in parts, to other people movers at airports in Las Vegas,
Denver and other cities.

"We don't want to pigeonhole ourselves into any kind of design," she said.

The train is needed, Simeone said, because of the growing demand for air travel at Sky Harbor. The airport had 41.4
million travelers last year but expects annual passenger counts to hit 50 million by 2020 when the second stretch of the
train begins running.

The people mover would run along Arizona 153, also known as Sky Harbor Expressway, which the Arizona
Department of Transportation wants to give to Phoenix rather than expand it as originally planned. 

The Maricopa Association of Governments plans to delete the expressway from the Regional Transportation Plan.
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ADOT has abandoned plans to expand the expressway, which runs from the northern end of 44th and Washington
streets to University Drive, to connect it with I-10. Arizona 153 runs nearly parallel to Arizona 143, the Hohokam 
Expressway.

Two years ago, Phoenix asked ADOT whether it could take control of Arizona 153 to build an automated train line.

The train will share part of the existing road with motorists, Simeone said, and tie into the light-rail station being built at
44th and Washington streets.

The light-rail line being built from Phoenix to Mesa is not designed to stop at Sky Harbor.

Simeone said she expects the automated train and light-rail station to double as off-site, long-term parking for the
airport. She also said airport shuttle buses eventually would be replaced with the automated airport train.

"This doesn't have as much to do with parking as it does with curbside congestion," she said.

Train rides will be free to passengers, she added.

Mary Jane Rogers, spokeswoman for JPMorgan Chase in Arizona, said she likes the idea of being able to hop a train
from 44th and Washington streets to catch a flight.

"If this solution helped me more economically park and still have time, I would be jumping for joy," said Rogers, who
flies at least twice a month for work.

She added that her "lack of time management" often forces her to park in the terminal garage "where I pay premium
prices." 

The train is part of a larger $3.3 billion project approved by the Phoenix City Council earlier this year to improve Sky
Harbor.

In addition to the train, Phoenix plans to realign Sky Harbor Boulevard, which snakes around the airport's three
terminals. 

Phoenix also plans to build a new concourse in Terminal 4 and a new 33-gate terminal to replace Terminal 2 as
demand warrants, Simeone said.


